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I T isa ufeful precept, which teaches us 


to liften to advice, when we have no reafon to doubt 


the friendly intention of the perfon, who offers it. 


i. 


s every man is liable to err, fo are his errors more 
eafily difcovered by others, than by himfelf. We 
are unable to take an accurate furvey of our own 
conduct, as the eye cannot fee objects diftinctly, 
which are placed too near it. Ifhall, therefore, al- 
ways liften with attention to the hints of thofe, who 
feem to wifh me well; and I cannot but confider it 
as an infallible prognoftic of my meeting with a wel. 
come reception from the Public, that I have already 
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been judged not unworthy of friendly advice, having 
received feveral obliging letters of admonition re- 
fpecting the management of my work. Thefe hints 
given to a young Author I confider as fo many in- 
{tances of parental regard fhewn me by thofe, who 
are well acquainted with mankind, and more efpe- 
cially with the dangers and difficulties, which befet 
an adventurer on his entrance into the world. 
But there is one inconvenience peculiar to the writer 
of periodical Effays, of which none of my Corre- 
fpondents feem fufficiently aware; it is, that he 
muft adapt his fpeculations to the tafte of Readers of 
every defcription. Works of {cience and fyftems of 
philofophy are rarely looked into by thofe, who are in 
purfuit of variety or mifcellaneous knowledge: uni- 
formity alone is expected; and they, who are not 
delighted with the fubject, proceed no farther than 
the title-page or chapter of Contents. But in works 
of heterogeneous information every Reader expects 
to find the very {pecies of entertainment, of which 
he is in fearch ; and if he does not immediately meet 
with it, he becomes impatient and is foon difgufted. 
He refiects not on the diverfity of choice, by which 
different men are diftinguifhed, and refers all excel- 
h 


lence to the ftandard of his own tafte. Since, how- 


ever, the art of pleafing every palate is not attain- 


able, and yet every gueft has an equal right to ex- 


pect gratification, | will lay before my Readers fome 


h have been fent me, on the fub- 
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To the Country SPECTATOR. 
Dear Mr. Spectator in the Country, 


I am very happy to find, that we Country peo- 
ple have at laft been thought to deferve a Spectator 
of our own. I have often wifhed, when | have read 
the papers of the famous Mr. Spec/ator, and when 
he mentions, that they were laid on the tables of his 
London friends at breakfaft, that I had lived in thofe 
days: tho’ if I had, I know not whether I fhould 
have been much the better for it ; for my family has 


refided in fhire trom time immemorial ; 





. 


and I fuppofe, the only difference would have been, 
that inftead of being Martin Meanwell that I now 
am, I fhould have been Abraham Meanwell his great 
grand-father, and thus I might not have received the 
Spectators till a confiderable time after their publi- 
cation. But lam not fo learned as to difpute with 
you about what you {cholars call per/onal identily, and 
therefore I will haften to the bufinefs. 


You muft know then, that in our Town, which 


is not one of the largeft mentioned in your Ad- 


vertifement, you have a very refpectable lift of 


above forty fubfcribers hung up in the Bookfeller’s 
thop ; and if you will liften to my advice, the num- 
ber will certainly be increafed. We are all very well 
pleafed with you upon the whole ; tho’ there 1s one 
complaint laid againft you, that I your friend and 
well wither, think it proper to acquaint you with. I 
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have heard it remarked three or four times in com. 
pany, that your writing is not amifs, but that you 
are too /ententious; nay, I once heard it fuggetted, 
that you were du//; from the latter charge, you may 
be afflured, that I vindicated you; from the former 
I fcarcely knew how. If you have at all obferved 
the world, you muft be convinced that people are 
foon tired of any thing ferious, be it as good as it 
may be; and if you were to write even fermons, 
your Readers would not like you the worfe for being 
rather entertaining. That you have hitherto been 
grave, | think you will not deny. In your firft Paper 
you could do very little more than what you ftile 
“developing your plan,” tho’ your conclufion is 
written in fuch a ftile of pious refignation to the 
Public, that I could not read it without earneftnefs 
and emphafis. N°. I] is rather better ; but in your 
Paper of yefterday, except in the firft page or two,you 
write with as much folemnity as if you had been the 
Rambler: and your fubject is fuch, that without the 
trouble of thinking nobody can tell whether you 
are right or wrong in what you fay. Now idle 
reading is of all things the moft pleafant: and what- 
ever you may be pleafed to tell us by way of com- 
pliment, 1 am certain that we in the Country do not 
rival the people of London in affairs of literature ; 
and therefore, Mr. Country Spectator, if you are 
too learned, you will get intoa terrible fcrape. You 
muft often relax vour mufcles and condefcend 
to look like other mortals, or there will be a dread- 
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ful defertion among your Readers in our neigh- 
bourhood ; an event, which would give infinite 
concern to 
eoeee Your fincere friend, 
24 Of. 1'792. M. Meanwell. 
P.S. My youngeft daughter fhrewdly fufpects, 
that whatever you may fay of your age, you are not 
fo young as you affect to be; for that fhe never 
knew a young man fo grave, and that if ever fhe 
fhould meet with one, fhe will neither read his books, 


nor have any thing elfe to do with him. 


To the Country SPECTATOR. 
Sir, 

Or your predeceffors the Periodical Eflayifts 
fome are as contemptible for their levity and trifling, 
as others are admirable for their exalted leffons of 
virtue. Without being peevifh or faturnine, | can- 
not help preferring the fublime doctrines of morality 
to colloquial difcuflions of the fubject of the day. I 
am now far advanced beyond the meridian of life, 
and have devoted a long feries of years to ftudy and 
meditation. I can look back on an ocean of litera- 
ture, which I have traverfed, and my memory 
dwells with pleafure on thofe happy ifles in the world 
of Philofophy, where Reafon has found frefh fup- 
plies of intellectual flrength, where Fancy has wan- 
dered‘amidft the mazes of abftracted thought, and 
where Virtue has felt her nerves invigorated and 
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her drooping fpirits animated to hope. You will, 
therefore, eatily believe, that the RamsBLeR has 
been my manual thro’ life. In my youth, when it 
firft appeared, I was one of the few, who were wil- 
ling to admire its manly fenfe and profound dif- 
quifitions, which the multitude, who are caught only 
with meretricious ornaments, neglected or defpifed. 
It {till affords me pleafure unabated by repetition ; 
and it has taught me to endure ficknefs and infir- 
mity with the fortitude of a Philofopher and the 
meeknefs of a Chriftian. Of the other Periodical 
productions no one prefumes to claim admiffion into 
the firft clafs of excellence, except the SpecTATOR : 
but let it not be imagined, that it owes a moment of 
its immortality to the low jefts of Ticke//, or the ob- 
fcenity of Steele. The ftrength of Addijon has protect- 
ed his weaker aflociates from the attack of Time, as 
one of Homer’s heroes is faid to have defended him- 

felt and his lefs warlike friend by holding his fhield 
before both. ‘Trifling and levity may, perhaps, con- 
tribute to introduce an author to the fhort-lived no- 

tice of his cotemporaries ; but he, who would leave 

behind him traces of his exiftence, when the laugh 

of merriment has fubfided and the meteors of 
fathion have difappeared, muft raife the fuperftruc- 

ture of his fame on the folid bafis of reality and 

Truth. 


Jam, Sir, 


20 Of. 1792. Your’s, Mi/opbluarus. 
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To both thefe Gentlemen my beft thanks are due 


for their falutary admonitions: and fince each of 


them gives me fuch advice, as it would be impru- 
dent to difregard, tho’ they lead me in directions as 
oppofite as the North and South, | fhall endeavour to 
compromife matters with them. Sometimes when 
J am writing, I fhall lay before me the letter of my 
Correfpondent, who admires daga/el/e ; and now and 
then I fhall pay attention to the fedate old Gentle- 
man, who is fo defperately in love with Dr. ‘Yobn/on. 
But to the writer of the following note what fhall I 
reply? He feems to be not very charitably difpofed 
to his friends and neighbours; and he is fcarcely 
more civil to me. By accepting his propofal, I 
fhould draw down on myfelf the vengeance of many 
a terrific dame, and he, the witty rogue, would be 
the firft to laugh at my diftrefs. But fatire is quite 
foreign to my purpofe. Befides, I would have him 
informed, that the follies and abfurdities he {peaks 
of, are to be met with in my own town, perhaps, as 
plentifully as in his ; and this being the cafe, I can- 
not with propriety neglect my particular friends in 
order to pay attention to ftrangers. 


Dear C. 5. 
J am a young man, and am allowed to have 
a tolerably good knack at /akeng off people. I catch 
all their fingularities at one glance; and by ufing 
their favorite modes of expreflion, talking on their 
favorite topics and introducing their favourite re- 
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marks, I can make a whole company inftantly per- 
ceive, whom I am holding out to ridicule. There 
are feveral people in our town, who ought cer- 
tainly to be laughed at: and tho’ IJ could not imi- 
tate their geftures on paper, yet I could eafily do 
every thing elfe, fo that whoever read their charac- 
ters in the Country Spectator, would immediately 
know them as well, as if you had given their names 
with the ftreets, in which they live. Now I am think. 
ing, that your Papers might be made wonderfully 
diverting, by being fometimes interfperfed with 
living characters. It would be much to your advan- 
tage to liften to my propofal ; for every body would 
read your Effays: they, who came under your lafh 
would con over every word to examine the juftice of 
the charges brought againft them; and they, who 
had efcaped, would amufe themfelves with laughing 
at their neighbours. If you mean, Sir, to accept my 
fervices, do not print this letter, and I will fend you 
three or four O/d Maids, in the courfe of a few pofts. 


Your’s, 
19 Of. 179 Andrew Sneer. 
& ££ x * 
a 
De 
To a Correfpondent. 
‘ NY 
| H. B. who fent the C, S. an Effay on Female 
Copsey, tranicril shea m from No. 390° of the Spettator, 
1d ng at the lame time wor dered that no Effay” had been Write~ 
‘? rt id { } ifr 1< TY 
oe 4 wi ct is idap ver to any undertaking, for Ww hich un- 
bl pudence ai d contem ptible cunning qualify their pollef- 
u 1. 7 1 ? _hana <e, 
tor, But H. B.’s hand-writine. hav; ng been Rei | in four letters 


is now well-known : and as ch larity indie 
>. “aA ces +) » 
ar enaens nds us t hope, that he 
i be able t »find no alli ant in his wa? tonly malictou s defign, he 
might as well relingu } 
mig vell relinguifh the correfpondenee at once, and devote his 
i inure t\/ 10! ine worthier purfuit 


